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Newsletter: February 2019  
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
We hope you have had a relaxing half-term. Below are some notices for your attention.  
 
Important Dates 
 

Term Dates 
 

o We break for Easter on Fri. 5th April. 2019 at 2pm 
o We return after the Easter break on Tues. 23rd Apr. at the usual time of 8:55am (supervision 

in the playground from 8:40am) – children should wear their school summer uniform 
 
Lenten project 
 
Lent begins this year on Wednesday 6th March. Our Lenten project this year is, ‘My Journey to the 
Foot of the Cross.’ The children will be given their own personal Lent Journal to help them to 
prepare throughout Lent to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday. Each week of 
Lent, they will be set a reflective task linked to that Sunday’s Gospel to help them reflect upon 
what positive choices they can make, and what small sacrifices they can give, in order to help them 
move closer to God during this special period of the Church year. Further information to follow.  
 
 
Book Week  
 
Book Week is next week, (WC: 4th March.) and our theme this year is ‘Poetry’. We will be 
encouraging all children to explore different poetry and poetic techniques and in turn, to use these 
to inspire their own writing. See the Book Week letter for further information.  
 

 
School Photographs 
 
The dates for this year’s school photographs are as follows:  
 

o Thurs. 21st March – individual child photographs and siblings (winter uniform) 
o Wednesday 8th May– class photographs (summer uniform)  
 

Further details will follow shortly, but please make a note of these times on your calendars/in your 
diaries. 
 
Summer Uniform Sales 
 
Summer uniform sales will be held on Thurs. 21st Mar. and Tues. 26th Mar. 2019 from 2:45-4pm in 
the Thames Room (entry through George Row Entrance). 
 
 

http://www.stjosephsgeorgerow.org/


Safer Internet Day 2019 
 
We marked ‘Safer Internet Day’ in school last half-term on Tuesday 5th Feb. by 
sharing some of the engaging resources produced by the ‘UK Safer Internet Centre’ 
to help children increase their awareness of how to be safe when using the internet. 
 
Teaching the children how to use the internet safely is a joint responsibility between school and 
home. We encourage you to regularly discuss internet safety with your child; to ensure that you set 
parental controls on all devices through which your child has access to the internet and to regularly 
check their browsing history, messaging and social media platforms to ensure that they are using 
them appropriately. 
 
Reminders 
 

Uniform 
 
We have noticed some variations to school uniform items being worn/used by some children in 
the school.  
 

Children are not permitted to wear any boots in school, including ankle boots. School shoes only 
must be worn. Also, if your child takes home any items of uniform belonging to somebody else in 
error, please ensure these are returned at the next available opportunity – many thanks.  
 
Please also ensure children do not attend school with stylised haircuts. Boys’ hair length should be 
the same all over – not shaved on one part and long on another. Furthermore, boys are not 
permitted to wear gel or any other product in their hair. Any parents of children with these styles 
have been spoken to and have agreed to change this once their child’s hair has grown out. Please 
also ensure girls have long hair tied back so this does not become an issue when they are working.  
 
Ready for School! 
 
Thank you for helping our pupils to be properly prepared for school each day, through ensuring 
that PE kits, homework books, reading folders and reading records/journals and permission slips 
are ready on a regular basis. Everyday in school is very busy and each minute is precious! Please 
continue to support us by making sure children have had enough sleep to take advantage of each 
day’s learning opportunities. 
 

The NHS recommend that children aged five to eight have 11 hours sleep each night and that 
children aged nine to eleven have 10 hours sleep. To follow this guidance children in upper KS2 
should be asleep by 9.00pm and lower KS2 8.00pm (approx). We have noticed recently a small 
number of children coming to school who appear to be too tired to do their very best. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 
 

Payment 
 
We remind parents/carers that all payments for after school clubs; St Joseph’s After School Club; 
Uniform; Nursery and school trips are due by the first day of the club or the day of purchase 
unless otherwise agreed with the school. These payments can be made by sealing the money in a 
school money pocket for your child to hand to their teacher or online via Parent Pay. Following up 
late payments takes up a lot of our administrative staff’s time which would be better spent 



elsewhere. For any issues regarding payment please make an appointment with Mrs Byrne through 
the school office.  
 
Pupil Safety 
 
Please do not leave children unattended at the school gates. The main entrance 
opens at 8:00am to admit children attending breakfast club and the pupil entrance 
opens at 8:40am to admit children for school. Please ensure you stay with your child, 
if you bring him/her to school, until they are safely within the school grounds. 
Leaving your child unattended may have serious consequences to their safety. 

 

Further, please be extra vigilant when bringing your child to school by car. Stopping and double-
parking to let the children out onto the road by the school gates needs careful attention for the 
children, other drivers and pedestrians wishing to cross the road. If you happen to be late for 
school, please Do Not Rush! This only increases the chance of accidents. This can be put right the 
next day by waking and leaving your home earlier. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Byrne or Mr Hoyes 
by appointment through the school office.              
 

St. Joseph’s School Staff 


