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Dear Parents / Carers,  
 
We hope you are all well as we move ever closer to Easter through this special period of Lent. 
Please see below for some important items for your attention.  
 
School Lenten Project 
 
Next week we will be preparing to celebrate the events of Holy Week and the last days of Jesus’ life on Earth in school through our 
assemblies including reflections upon The Last Supper and the events of Jesus’ Passion on Good Friday.  
 
Our Lenten project this year is ‘My Journey to the Foot of the Cross’ through which we are encouraging the children to prepare for the 
celebration of Easter through their prayers, reflections and actions.  
 
Every week the children have been completing a page of their Lent Journals in which they reflect upon what they will do that week to 
help them prepare to celebrate the resurrection on Easter Sunday and to help them become closer to God. Please see some examples of 
the children’s reflections below:  
 

 ‘This week I will spread acts of kindness to others by helping my mum with cleaning or offering a seat on the bus for an elderly 
person.’ 

 ‘For Lent I will be sacrificing eating chocolates and sweets after school since they are not healthy.’ 

 ‘When I am in the playground I am going to listen to people’s ideas so when I do it will make people happy.’ 

 ‘My sacrifice is to give up my time to help my sister with her homework.’  

 ‘I will give a smile to everyone and if they are lonely include them in my games.’  
 
Please continue to encourage your child to complete and to re-read their Lent Journal and to continue the spirit of our Lenten Project 
over the Easter break. It has truly been a pleasure to see the children working so hard during Lent to ensure that they are following 
Jesus’ example of sacrifice for the good of others.  
 
Book Week 2019  
 
We had a terrific Book Week this year with our theme ‘Poetry’ being very much embraced by pupils, teachers and parents alike. We read, 
and indeed perfromed, a variety of inspiring poems thorughout the school from nonsense rhymes to classic poetry and everything 
inbetween. Congratulations again to our costume winners and to all our parents who supported our themed day - especially those who 
recycled bits and pieces from home to make costumes. The children very much enjoyed the week and all that it entailed and we hope 
will continue to read poetry as part of their daily reading outside of school.  
 
Thank you to Mrs Schönknecht and all the staff at St Joseph’s for planning and organising another great Book Week full of fun and 
valuable learning. 
 
Parents & Toddlers 
 
Our Parents & Toddlers Sessions continue to run very successfully and are more popular than ever! Thank you to 
Mrs O’Mahony and Mrs Ryan for their hard work in planning and leading these sessions. Please review our school 
website for a full list of opening dates and times. 
 
Term Dates 
 
We break for the Easter holidays on Friday 5th April at 2:00pm – there will be no after school clubs on this day. Please 
be prompt in collecting your child from school on this day and at this time. The children return to school on Tuesday 
23rd April at the usual time of 8:55am (supervision in the playground from 8:40am) – we will celebrate Easter as a 
whole school on this return date! 
 
The term dates for the academic year 2019/20 are available on the school website – see address at the top of this letter. 
We celebrate the feast day of ‘St. Joseph the Worker’ on Wednesday 1st May. Parents are welcome to attend our service on Wednesday 
1st May from 10:35am. 
 
 

http://www.stjosephsgeorgerow.org/


Summer Uniform 
 
The children should return to school wearing their summer uniform after the Easter break.  
 

 Girls – summer dresses (blue and white check); blue cardigans/jumpers and navy/white socks or tights.  

 Boys – light blue polo shirts with either grey shorts or trousers and grey jumpers (please remind your son(s) to 
tuck shirts in and to fasten their top buttons) 

 Parents of nursery children can choose whether to send their children into school wearing a summer uniform or 
their usual track suits. 

 
Items of summer uniform are on sale from the website: https://www.yourschooluniform.com/schools/index/st-josephs-
014b-r-c-primary-school-20988. 
 
Safe Parking Outside the School Entrances/Exits 
 
May we please ask our parents/carers to refrain from parking directly outside the school on the yellow zig-zag lines. These 
areas are meant to be ‘car free’ to enable the children and their parents to enter and exit school safely on foot. I am sure 
that the health and safety of our students is of the utmost importance to all of us. 
 
Further, thanks to parents for not parking in the residential area near the Wade Hall during the end of the school day. This does affect 
the residents who live in this area. Your support is always appreciated with items in our newsletter. 
 
Nativity DVD (Dec. 2018) 
 
Exciting news for the parents of our KS1 and reception children! Our Nativity DVD is now available to purchase for 
£7.50. Should you wish to buy a copy, please see a member of the admin. team at our main reception desk. 
 
Reminders 
 
Uniform – Please remember children are not permitted to wear any boots, including ankle boots, or trainers in school. 
School shoes only must be worn. Navy blue coats are to be worn by all children; black coats are not part of school 
uniform. Please also remember school/navy blue hats and scarves are preferable – novelty hats and scarves can be worn at 
the weekends.  Shaved/coloured hair patterns are not permitted, please ensure barbers and hairdressers are aware of this 
before they begin styling your child’s hair. Furthermore it is not permitted for pupils to wear beads in their hair – these are a hazard both 
in the playground and during PE and not in keeping with our school’s uniform policy. Also, if your child takes home any items of 
uniform belonging to somebody else in error, please ensure these are returned at the next available opportunity – many thanks. 
 
Party Bags – Please ensure you check these when your child receives them. If sending in party bags, please ensure these do not contain 
party poppers or items containing nuts. We recommend a small gift of only three items per bag – thanks. 
 
Medicines – Please note that we as a school are only permitted to administer medicines to your child that have been prescribed by a 
doctor. If your child required prescribed medicine, please collect a school medical form from main reception, complete it and return it 
school detailing the nature of the provision required.  
 
Parents Suggestions  
 
Thank you to all parents for your kind words about the success of World Book Week this year and thank you for your suggestions for 
ideas for World Book Week’s in the future – these have been duly noted. A further thanks to all parents for your kind comments with 
regards the class assemblies that have been taking place this half term – as a school we are very proud of how well the children have 
spread the message of the Gospel this Lent through their class assemblies.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Byrne or Mr Hoyes by appointment through the school 
office.              
 
St. Joseph’s School Staff 
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