
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                             Friday 6th September 2019 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back!  I hope you all had a great summer break. 
 
This year your child is in Jerome Class and will be taught by Mrs Schönknecht and the class Teaching 
Assistant is Miss Tran.  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to inform you of the class routines and the topics your child 
will be learning about this half-term. 
 
Routines 
 
Homework 
 
Your child will receive homework each Thursday so that you have an opportunity to look over it with 
them and ask questions on Friday, if there is anything you do not understand. Additionally it allows 
an extra day to complete homework at weekends, enabling children to complete their homework on 
Thursday even if they have a busy weekend. 
 
Homework is always linked to the work that has been carried out in class and provides your child 
with a valuable opportunity to share and consolidate the learning that has taken place in school. Your 
child’s homework will be stuck in their homework book and this book should be returned to school 
on Monday mornings.  
 
Spellings 
 
Spelling lists will be given out each Tuesday and should be learnt throughout the week in preparation 
for a spelling test the following Monday. Your child should practise their spellings every day to 
ensure they have committed them to memory and can apply them in their writing. 
 
Next week, we will be teaching the children about the spelling routine: the different strategies for 
learning their spellings and how to record them on the spelling grid. We will be giving your child 
his/her first set of words to learn to spell next Tuesday and your child will have their first spelling 
test on Monday 16th September. They should also return their spelling grid on that day.   
 
Homework Timetable 
Tuesday: Spellings sent home 
Thursday: Homework sent home 
Monday: All homework is returned 
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Reading 
 
Your child has been provided with a reading book and we will hear your child read twice a week. 
Their book will be changed on a weekly basis. To facilitate this, please ensure your child’s reading 
book and reading record are brought to school in their book bag every day.  It is very important that 
you hear your child read out loud each day and ask questions about their book to check their 
understanding. Their school reading book should be read more than once to ensure that they cannot 
only read the words but, most importantly, understand what it is about. Please remember to record a 
comment in your child’s reading record. We also encourage children to read books from home and 
the library in addition to those sent from school, to broaden their reading experience.  
 
In addition to this, your child will also take part in Guided Reading sessions where they will have an 
opportunity to read and discuss a range of interesting texts (selected by the class teacher), with their 
peers and the teacher. Guided Reading is designed to develop your child’s knowledge of reading 
strategies and to promote a love of reading. 
 
Your support with reading, spellings and homework is greatly appreciated and I am available, by 
appointment, or at the end of the day, to answer any questions regarding these matters or to discuss 
any other questions you may have. 
 
Uniform 
 
We consider water bottles a part of school uniform and something that are vitally important to help 
keep children hydrated and help them concentrate so they can be effective in their learning. Please 
send your child to school with a full water bottle (containing only water) every day and ensure these, 
and all items of your child’s uniform, are clearly labelled with their name. This will ensure they 
can be easily recovered if lost and minimise the cost of replacement. 

 
This half term your child will be learning the following: 
 
Maths 
 
In maths we will be focusing on counting on and back in steps of 1, 2, 5 and 10 and investigating 
the links with their respective times tables. Your child will then move on to identifying 
one/two/ten more or less than a given number and explore how number patterns are formed in 
these processes; e.g. when adding one, the unit increases 23, 24, 25 but the tens number remains 
the same (except when crossing a tens boundaries e.g. 30). Your child will learn to partition 
numbers into tens and units e.g. 12 is one ten and two units, to support them when ordering and 
comparing numbers and help them develop their mathematical reasoning e.g. I think that 47 is 
smaller than 74 because it only has 4 tens and 74 has 7. Towards the end of the half term, we will 
be developing our knowledge of mental calculation strategies to help children prepare for using 
formal written methods later on in the term. We will also begin to work with children on their 
times tables this term so regular practise at home would support your child’s progress in this 
area. 
 
In addition to our daily maths lessons, children will also take part in Guided Maths sessions where 
they will work with the class teacher in small groups to improve their calculation and problem 
solving skills. 
 
Maths target cards will be sent home at a later date to further your child’s maths development. 
Your child will also be given a ‘Mathletics’ login in the following weeks to assist them with maths 
revision at home.  
 
English 
 
In English we will be focusing on narrative writing in the upcoming half term. Your child will develop 
their understanding of our class text through role play and discussion. They will begin to learn about 
the use of apostrophes for possession, e.g. Sarah’s sock, as well as revising the use of fundamental 



punctuation such as capital letters and full stops. They will work to improve their reading skills in 
inference and deduction to find clues in the text and accompanying pictures, allowing them to build a 
picture of characters and story plots. Your child will then apply these and other skills to develop their 
sentence writing, before creating an original sequel inspired by our class story. In addition, they will 
practise their handwriting skills to ensure that their letters are formed and oriented correctly and to 
help them develop a fluid, joined style. 
 
Your child will continue to develop their phonic knowledge to enable them to identify letter sounds, 
blend sounds to read and sound out spellings. Additionally, they will learn to use dictionaries to 
support their vocabulary development and spelling. 
 
RE 
 
At the start of the term, your child will be studying the topic of Beginnings. In class, we will learn 
about the beginning of the world in the creation story and explore psalms thanking God for the gift of 
our world. We will discuss the joy and challenges new beginnings can bring in our own lives and how 
God can support us with these.  
 
Following this, your child will explore the Jewish celebration of Shabbat (the Sabbath). They will 
learn about how this important time is recognised in the Jewish faith and what makes this day special 
for Jewish people.  
 
Science 

 
In science, our topic is ‘Everyday Materials’. Your child will be exploring materials such as wood, 
plastic and paper to enable them to identify different materials and build awareness of their 
properties before designing investigations to discover the best uses of different materials. They will 
be thinking carefully about how to ensure that their tests are fair and will use their data handling 
skills to record their results.  

  
Computing 
 
This half term, your child will learn key coding skills, including programming, in order to debug their 
own code. This unit also enables your child to develop their investigation and critical thinking skills, 
collaboration skills, persistence in the face of difficulty, and their awareness of the importance of 
internet safety.  
  
History 
 
Your child will be learning about Walter Tull, one of the first black professional footballers to play in 
England and an officer who fought in WW1. Through reading texts and exploring other sources, your 
child will discover what life was like in Britain over one hundred years ago, as well as learning about 
the significant achievements of this remarkable man on the pitch and on the battlefield. Finally, they 
will write a report to illustrate what they have learned, including a reflection on the impact that 
Walter’s life has had on shaping our lives today.  
 
Art 
 
In Art, we will be learning about sculptures, with a focus on those made from recycled materials. To 
begin with, we will explore the work of some contemporary artists; taking inspiration from their 
ideas and learning about the impact of their work on highlighting environmental issues. Your child 
will then design and create their own sculptures using recycled materials and display them in an 
exhibition in school to promote recycling at the end of term.  
 
PE 
 
In Indoor PE, your child will learn to balance on different body parts and explore a range of ways of 
travelling in gymnastics. They will develop sequences by linking combinations of gymnastic actions, 
body shapes and balances with control and precision. 



 
In Outdoor PE, your child will develop their kicking skills and work on travelling with a ball, 
dribbling and passing techniques. Additionally, they will begin to explore simple gaming tactics such 
as selecting an appropriate pass or dribble and marking opponents.   

 
Indoor PE will take place on Mondays and Outdoor PE will take place on Wednesdays.  The children’s 
PE kits should contain a tracksuit, shorts, t-shirt and trainers. PE kits should be brought to school on 
a Monday and remain in school all week (please ensure that your child’s PE kit and the rest of their 
uniform is clearly labelled with their name). 

 
PSHE 
 
Your child will learn how to stay safe when using the internet and the importance of having rules in 
our lives. We will also be introducing some group and paired games sessions to help children with 
their speaking and listening, turn taking skills and promote positive play. 

 
Music 
 
Music will be taught by our music specialist Mr Dixon and our lessons will take place on Wednesdays. 
Your child will have the opportunity to use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes and experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using a 
variety of musical instruments.  

 
As always, if you have any questions regarding any of the information in this letter; or any other 
queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I am available at the end of the day to answer quick 
questions; however appointments can be made via the school office for lengthier conversations. 
 
I look forward to working with your child during the coming year and to speaking to you about their 
development in the future. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Schönknecht  
Jerome Class Teacher 

 


