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Pupil premium strategy statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2023 to 2024 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name St Joseph’s RC Primary 
School 

Number of pupils in school  328  

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 29.87%  

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2021-2024  

Date this statement was published October 2023 

Date on which it will be reviewed October 2024 

Statement authorised by  

Pupil premium lead Michael Coffey  

Governor / Trustee lead Evelyn Holdsworth  

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £ 133,860.00 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £ 11,165.00 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£ 0.00 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£145,025.00 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

At St Joseph’s the staff and governing body are committed to enabling all of the 

children to achieve their full potential in all aspects of their education. 

At St Joseph’s we pride ourselves on having high aspirations and ambitions for all 

pupils, regardless of their background. Pupil premium funding allows us to implement 

strategies to improve the quality of provision for our pupils and to raise standards of 

pupil progress and attainment across the school.  

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge 

1 Access to the Curriculum   

 Enabling all children to access the curriculum at an age-appropriate 
level  

 Enabling all pupils to achieve their full potential academically  

 Ensuring that economic background does not disadvantage any pupils’ 
attainment  

2 Vocabulary Gap  

 Ensuing that all pupils develop a broad and deep vocabulary  

 Ensuring that all pupils have sufficient vocabulary to access the core 
curriculum 

 Ensuring that all pupils develop a vocabulary which aligns with the 
development of their cultural knowledge  

3 Cultural Capital 

 To ensure that all pupils develop the cultural knowledge, skill and 
experiences to allow them to be socially and economically mobile  

 To ensure that all pupils have equal access to curriculum enrichment 
opportunities  

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 
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Intended outcome Success criteria 

Improved progress and attainment   All pupils, including those who are eligible for 
pupil premium, achieve at least age related 
expectations across the curriculum. This will 
be evident in pupil attainment data at each of 
our three key assessment points.  

Improved vocabulary knowledge  All pupils, including those who are eligible for 
pupil premium, develop their vocabulary 
systematically and progressively in line with 
curriculum topics. This will be evident through 
subject leader monitoring.   

Cultural Capital  All pupils, including those who are eligible for 
pupil premium, receive their appropriate 
entitlement of curriculum enrichment 
opportunities which are aligned with the 
school’s core curriculum. This will be evident 
through the uptake of curriculum enrichment 
opportunities.  
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £5,500  

Activity Evidence that 
supports this 

approach 

Actions & Costing Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

High quality 
curriculum & 

Teaching 

EEF - Using your pupil 
premium funding 

effectively 

Curriculum Development.  

The implementation of a 
developed school curriculum 

which ensures that the 
granular detail of what is to be 

learned and when is 
sufficiently detailed so that 

pupils build their 
understanding of key 

substantive knowledge and 
skills systematically and 

progressively as they move 
through the school.  

 

Projected Spend: 

£2,500 (per annum) 

1, 2 & 3 

Staff CPD (New Curriculum & 
Pedagogy)  

 

 

Projected Spend: 

£3,000 

Include Target Vocabulary as 
part of all curriculum 

documentation  

 

Projected Spend: 

£0.00 

Include opportunities for 
curriculum enrichment as part 
of curriculum documentation  

 

Projected Spend: 

£0.00 
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £92,525.00  

Activity Evidence that supports 
this approach 

Actions & 
Costing 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Targeted 
Academic 
Support  

EEF - Using your pupil 
premium funding effectively 

The employment of 
two out of class 

teachers to plan/run 
small group and 1-1 
intervention groups 

(including 
vocabulary/language 
comprehension and 
reading) for target 

groups pupils  

 

Projected Spend: 

£56,422.80  

1 & 2 

The employment of 
support staff in 
every class to 
support with 

learning, small 
group and 1-1 

intervention + HLTA 
Staffing/ training 

 

Projected Spend: 

£56,102.20 
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Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £13,080 

Activity Evidence that supports 
this approach 

Actions & Costing Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

To support 
children’s well-

being 

EEF - Using your pupil 
premium funding effectively 

 

To train two 
members of support 
staff as Emotional 
Literacy Support 

Assistants  

 

 

Projected Spend: 
£1,000  

1,2,3 

To boost 
attendance of 

self-direct 
learning activities 
and curriculum 

enrichment 
activities  

EEF - Using your pupil 
premium funding effectively 

 

Curriculum enrichment 
activity registers  

Funding available to 
so support pupils 

who are eligible for 
pupil premium with 

attending self-
directed learning and 

curriculum 
enrichment 

opportunities 

 

Projected Spend:  

£5,500  

3 

To boost 
Attendance   

EEF - Using your pupil 
premium funding effectively 

 

School Attendance Data  

Funding available to 
support families 

attending breakfast 
club  

Projected Spend: 

 £4,560 

1,2,3  

 

Projected Spending:  

Funding available to 
support families 

attending after school 
club –  

 

Projected Spend: 

£13,020 

 

 

Total budgeted cost: £145,025.00 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2022 to 2023 

academic year.  

Aim Outcome 

Progress in 

Reading 

Across the school, data has suggested a continued rise in pupil 

progress consistency, this improvement in attainment is the result of 

high quality reading instruction through phonics teaching, phonics 

training and a revised approach to guided reading and the effective 

application of strategies to increase pupil engagement with reading 

and their reading frequency. These remain essential parts of our 

practice as we begin the new academic year. The introduction of new 

assessment and tracking systems has also had an impact on 

ensuring all stakeholders are clear on their responsibilities regarding 

PPG children. Additionally, most recent 23-24 figures suggest a 

narrowing of the gap of those children below track who are PPG vs 

those who are not, though the Greater Depth gap has remained 

stable.  

Progress in 

Writing 

Focusing on ensuring children’s fundamental foundational writing 

skills, particularly for those children identified as below track, is a key 

priority moving into the next academic year, while the school has 

worked with the Trust in ensuring a renewed focus on increasing 

levels of Greater Depth in writing to be more in line with Reading and 

Maths. In addition, continued significant work has been put into the 

redevelopment of the writing curriculum as a whole, with a more 

clearly organised writing framework designed to ensure increased 

opportunity for pupil progress and increased levels of CPD for staff to 

help encourage writing across the school. The introduction of new 

assessment and tracking systems has also had an impact on 

ensuring all stakeholders are clear on their responsibilities regarding 

PPG children. Additionally, most recent 23-24 figures suggest a 

narrowing of the gap of those children below track who are PPG vs 

those who are not, including in the Greater Depth group, where this is 

almost identical.  
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Progress in 

Maths  

In maths over the past academic year there has been a positive 

trajectory across the school in the number of pupils attaining greater 

depth, with the proportion of children working below age-related 

expectations has remained consistent across the year – moderately 

higher than is typical in our school. The introduction of new 

assessment and tracking systems has also had an impact on 

ensuring all stakeholders are clear on their responsibilities regarding 

PPG children. Additionally, most recent 23-24 figures suggest a 

narrowing of the gap of those children below track who are PPG vs 

those who are not, including the Greater Depth gap which has 

narrowed by a third.  

Progress in 

Phonics  

Progress in phonics was positive this academic year. At the end of 

the academic year 2022-23 the vast majority of pupils in Reception, 

Year One and Year 2 were on track for their age group in phonics. 

Running targeted provision for those children identified as below 

track is a key priority as we move into the new academic year, while 

a newly embedded Phonics scheme, Little Wandle, has helped 

develop the school’s practice through CPD and parent workshops.  

Access to remote 

learning 

provision 

School actively provided families with devices, including iPads and 

Chromebooks to ensure that all children could successfully access 

learning provision.  

Attendance  Attendance remained consistently high throughout the year, finishing 

at 96 % for the academic year 2022-23.  

Cultural Capital  A wide variety of approaches, including a formally structured 

curriculum enrichment and extra-curricular calendar, have helped 

secure wider opportunities, while also ensuring that younger children 

had access to additional opportunities for enrichment through more 

widely available clubs than ever before.   

Access to local 

libraries  

During the period of lockdown, St Joseph’s provided all parents with 

access to a vast database of e-books through a partnership with 

Southwark Library.  

 

Externally provided programmes 

N/A  
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Service pupil premium funding (optional) 

N/A  
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Further information (optional) 

Use this space to provide any further information about your pupil premium strategy. 

For example, about your strategy planning, or other activity that you are implementing 

to support disadvantaged pupils, that is not dependent on pupil premium or recovery 

premium funding. 

 

 


